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 Mad for the Challenge
 Ellen Freund FILM 79 

Ellen Freund is prop master on Mad Men, the hit AMC show 
that has garnered multiple honors for outstanding art 
direction. The steamy 1950s drama about life in the Madison 
Avenue advertising industry is also one of the most 
watched shows on the tube. In a recent Huffington Post 
profile, Freund, whose credits also include Twilight, Night at 
the Museum and Vanilla Sky, called Mad Men the biggest 
challenge of her career. “It is my first time on a television 
series, and the combination of a compressed time frame, 
limited budget and relentless schedules is very demanding,” 
said Freund. “Mad Men requires massive amounts of 
research to attain the level of accuracy that creator Matthew 
Weiner seeks and the entire crew strives for every day.  
The period is fascinating and visually stimulating, making  
it a real pleasure to work on.” Fans will be delighted to know 
that the show’s recently released Season 5 is available on 
Blu-ray and DVD. 
amctv.com/madmen

 A Cabinet of Curiosities
 Mike Yamada PROD 03  Victoria Ying ILLU 07

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe meets Alice in 
Wonderland meets A Series of Unfortunate Events in 
Curiosities, a fully illustrated 88-page hardcover storybook 
by husband and wife illustrating duo Mike Yamada and 
Victoria Ying. Curiosities tells the tale of a young brother 
and sister who inherit an eccentric old house with room 
upon room of accumulated wonders wherein they discover 
the stories and artifacts of their ancestors. Mike and 
Victoria, along with her brother, Jonathan, who wrote the 
story, launched a Kickstarter page to fund their storytelling 
efforts. With help from an enthusiastic group of friends, 
family and supporters, their initial fundraising goal of $4,000 
was reached in less than 24 hours. They decided to stretch 
their campaign even further — ultimately raising just shy of 
$50,000. Along with the original book, the funding allows 
them to delve deeper into the story by publishing a prequel 
and creating additional items like posters, playing cards  
and more. If you’re interested in funding similar projects (or 
creating your own), visit kickstarter.com/artcenter. 
eca-la.com

 Bring Home the Gold!
 Illustrating British Culture 

Before the powerful images from the Olympic Games 
fade from your memory, take advantage of the chance 
to purchase a London 2012 commemorative work of art 
created by an Art Center student. For the past five years, 
Illustration Department Chair Ann Field has invited a group 
of students to explore London Ancient / Modern, a field 
trip and immersion in British culture that helps them  
understand how design, culture and history interconnect.  
 As part of the trip, students and faculty operated 
an open studio at the highly regarded Kemistry Gallery, 
culminating in a series of prints that were part of the 
gallery’s Gold, Silver & Bronze exhibition. The series is 
a playful take on the Olympics and London’s cultural 
heritage, featuring knitting marathons, sporting pub signs 
and acrobatic diving into teacups, among many other 
whimsical interpretations of the Games. Upon returning 
home, the posters were exhibited at the British Consulate 
in Los Angeles during an exclusive party for the Olympics’ 
opening ceremonies. Limited-edition silkscreen prints of 
all the designs are available for purchase from Kemistry. 
kemistrygallery.co.uk

 Catch a Wave, Now
 Len Stobar PROD 64

Let’s face it, sometimes surfing is a real bummer. After 
working your tail off all week, do you really want to spend 
half your Saturday paddling to catch those gnarly waves? 
Relax, dude, and don’t blow out your squeaker—WaveJet  
is here to save the day! Designed by alumnus Len Stobar, 
WaveJet is an Edison Award–winning personal water 
propulsion system designed to “change the way you 
interact with water.” Available for pre-order now, the quiet 
battery-powered miniature jet drive plugs into a variety of 
personal watercraft, is operated by a wireless controller you 
wear on your wrist, and promises to help you paddle out 
four times faster to your waves. Now if only they could do 
something about the traffic on Pacific Coast Highway. 
wavejet.com
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